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St. I CALLED ON-.PRESIDENT THIEU AT -10:30 THIS MORNING AT HIS 
REQUEST. HE WAS NOTABLY MORE RELAXED THAN HE HAD BEEN 
: DURING ANY OF OUR RECENT INTERVIEWS, AND CLEARLY IN A CON- 
~ STRUCTIVE 1 FRAME -OF MIND. WITH RESPECT TO OUR DRAFT STATEMENT 
OF NOVEMBER II, HE ASKED IF THIS WAS TO BE REGARDED AS A 
; "COUNTER-PROPOSAL" TO' THE GVN PROPOSAL OF NOVEMBER 8. I 
[ SAID YES, AND HE SEEMED PLEASED. < UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES 
i‘ I DID NOT USE THE HELPFUL. MATERIAL IN REPLY TO THE N0VEM8ER 8 
‘ . PROPOSAL WHICH THE DEPARTMENT HAD FURNISHED IN REF B.) HE 

ASKED IF THE FACT COULD BE BROUGHT OUT THAT THIS WAS IN RESPONSE 
'• TO THEIR PROPOSAL, AND I SAID THIS SHOULD CAUSE NO DIFFICULTY. 

i 9* THIEU THEN SAID THAT HE THOUGHT WE COULD COME TO AN AGREEMENT 
l .ON THE BASIS OF OUR DRAFT STATEMENT. FOREIGN MINISTER THANH 
' WOULD HAVE SOME SUGGESTED IMPROVEMENTS WHICH HE-WOULD DIS- 
•"•CUSS WITH CALHOUN AND HERZ, AFTER WHICH WE COULD HAVE A. FULL- 
DRESS MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT, THE ^CE PRESIDENT,IUND THE 
r) FOREIGN MINISTER. .1 AGREED AND SAID WE OURSELVES HAD BEEN 
i- THINKING OF WAYS IN WHICH THE STATEMENT MIGHT BE MADE MORE 

[ I R STRESSED E THE IMPORTANCE OF PROCEEDING QUICKLY TO AN AGREEMENT. 

P J, I REMARKED THAT I THOUGHT THE.DEPARTMENT'S. STATEMENT OF NOVEMBER 
I , is SHOULD BE VERY HELPFUL TO THE GVN. THIEU AGREED AND 

SAID, "THIS IS WHAT WE HAD BEEN WAITING FOR." v . . .. . 
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4* THIEU HZMSLEF RAISED ONLY TWO POINTS WITH.RESPECT TO OllR DRAFT 
STATEMENT. FIRST., ME WISHED TO KNOW WHETHER SOME WAY MIGHT BE 
FOUND TO ASSOCIATE THE TCC’S WITH THE STATEMENT, I SAID I WAS SURE 
THEY WOULD GIVE THEIR. PUBLIC SUPPORT, <IT WAS CLEAR THAT THIEU 
CONSIDERED THAT HE WOULD GAIN "FACE" IF SOME PUBLIC STAMP OF 
APPROVAL COULD BE GIVEN BY THE TCC’S TO WHATEVER WE WORK OUT.) 

SECOND, HE ASKED IF VE COULD NOW WORK QUIETLY WITHOUT ANY PUBLIC 
STATEMENTS, HE SAID IF IT HAD NOT BEEN FOR THE CLIFFORD STATEMENT 
WHICH AGAIN ROILED THE PUBLIC EMOTIONS HERE , IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN POS 
SIBLE TO MOGE A LITTLE MORE QUICKLY. UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES HE NEED 
ED 

A FEW MORE DAYS FOR TEMPERS TO COOL DOWN AND HE THOUGHT THIS WOULD 
HAPPEN IF THERE WERE NO MORE PUBLIC EXCHANGES, I SAID THAT TON 
THAT THIEN’S EMOTIONAL' OUTBURST IN REPLY HAD NOT BEEN HELPFUL 
EITHER AND THIEU AGREED, SAYING THIS HAD BEEN MADE WITHOUT 
KIS PRIOR APPROVAL. I SAID THAT I HOPED WE COULD BOTH WORK 
QUIETLY NOW WITHOUT PUBLIC STATEMENTS FROM EITHER SIDE IN ORDER TO 
MAKE AS RAPID PROGRESS AS POSSIBLE, 

5. WE UNDERSTAND THANH AND BUI DIEM HAVE BEEN CLOSETED THIS MORNING 
GOING OVER OUR DRAFT STATEMENT. CALHOUN AND HERE HAVE A TENTATIVE 
APPOINTMENT, SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION LATER THIS AFTERNOON, TO 
MEET WITH THANH AT 6 PM, ( THIS HAS JUST’BEEN CHANGED TO AN EQUALLY 
TENTITIVE APPOINTMENT AFTER 9 PM, 
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